
School Distr ict 5

ENGAGING STUDENTS THROUGH
INCLUSION, INNOVATION AND TRANSFORMATION

June 2019

Purpose   -   Passion   -  Persist ence

Have a wonder ful summer!
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INNOVATION

SD5 encourages innovat ion in all our  endeavours

Redesigned Cur r iculum  Inquiry

June 2019

Pocket  of  Excel lence in Accessible Communicat ion 

June 1st is Accessibil ity Awareness Day in Brit ish Columbia. We often think immediately 
of the wheelchair accessible, Braille signage and telephone-relay-services (TRS). Our 
awareness of the need for these have been around for decades, but they are stil l not 
universally available. 

The newest consideration in accessibil ity includes communication. Over half  a mill ion Canadians have 
communication disabilit ies that are not caused by a hearing loss. These may include people with Cerebral 
Palsy, Autism, cognitive disability, traumatic brain injury, Aphasia, Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, Parkinson?s 
disease, Multiple Sclerosis or other conditions.  

Speech-Language Pathologists are our experts in communication. With a growth mindset, our SLPs have 
been intensively working with SET-BC Consulting SLP, Stacey Harpell, over the past three years to 
investigate and implement augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) strategies.  

Stacey Harpell stated in a recent communication, ?As you know, the professional learning around building 
your district?s capacity around AAC and the complex student at Rocky Mountain School in Elkford, has been 
combined for the last two years. I am currently writ ing up a SET story about this project and reviewing the 
progress the AAC team has made.  I just have to say the team has done so much work in and around inclusion 
and AAC. It is phenomenal how much this particular student has grown (cognition, communication and 
socialization). As in this team?s work could be exampled around North America as a ?best practices? model it has 
been so successful.? 

We know we have a wel l  ski l led and ef f icient  team of  SLPs in the dist rict  and we now have recognit ion 
around BC. We would l ike to recognize the three SLPs who have been involved with SET-BC and Rocky 
Mountain Elementary - Amy Barbaro, Lesley Runzer and Col let te Tovee. 

All of our SLPs have built and are using low-tech and high-tech AAC strategies with hundreds of students 
throughout our district. All of them have been involved in the Rocky Mountain Elementary project and other 
professional learning. Our district is a pocket of excellence in accessible communication! 
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Mount Baker Photography 12 

Photography 12 students f rom MBSS enjoyed beaut iful  weather 
and photographic opportunit ies at  El izabeth Lake on May 13.
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Digital  Cit izenship ? FAKE NEWS 

Did you know that dropped toast has a 
75%  chance of landing butter side down? 
It 's true, the Internet said so! 

It 's t ime to have some fun with fake news. 
This month's Digital Citizenship resource is 
full of it.  The only thing that might be real 
is that you can f ind this month's resource at 
the following link: 

TRANSFORMATION

Purposely im plem ent ing t echnology, inquiry and 
project -based learning in an aut hent ic way 
t hroughout  School Dist r ict  5

https://portal.sd5.bc.ca/Education/thinking/DigitalCitizenship/Pages/default.aspx 


Deaf /Hard of  Hearing Connect ion Week - Apri l  15-17 

Two students from SD5 attended the Deaf/Hard of Hearing Connection Week in 
Burnaby from April 15-17, hosted by POPDHH. Jordan Shukin (Laurie, Gr. 9) and 
Olivia Hockley (Parkland, Gr. 9) had the opportunity to take part in several 
activit ies during their t ime in the big city. The girls watched students from 
across the province present in the Optimist Speech Competit ion, enjoyed a day 
racing around the city on a scavenger hunt followed by a barbecue at the BC 
School for the Deaf housing complex, and on their f inal day, went to Science 
World with over 240 DHH students! 

Olivia Hockley had this to say about DHHCW ? ?The community is so different 
from the community we live in and it?s not an everyday thing we get to 
experience. It was amazing to meet so many different people and see all the 
different ways they do things!? 

The students and their Hearing Resource Teacher, Sarah Paziuk, would like to 
express their thanks and gratitude to the Board for their support in attending 
this event 
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Jordan

Olivia
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CONGRATULATIONS t o Susan Teslak !

Susan just  received a Cer t if icat e of  
Recognit ion f rom  Root s of  Em pat hy for  
providing t he ROE program  in a var iet y of  
our  schools for  t he past  f ive years.

Thank you Susan, for  your  cont r ibut ion and 
ef for t s in building a m ore car ing, peaceful 
and civi l  societ y!

DIVERSITY

School Dist r ict  5 provides access t o educat ion for  

ALL st udent s



Diversity
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Access Awareness Day - June 1st   

Celebrated annually on the f irst Saturday in June, 
Access Awareness Day is a comprehensive campaign to 
raise awareness about disability, accessibil ity, and 
inclusion.  Access Awareness Day provides an 
opportunity to look at our communities and ref lect on 
ways to make them more accessible and inclusive for 
everyone.  As part of National Accessibil ity Week (May 
26-June 1), the goal is to recognize the efforts of 
individuals and communities that are actively removing 
barriers such that Canadians of all abilit ies have the 
best chance to succeed.  The theme for this year is 

?Accessibil ity Makes Communities Complete?.   

Children?s Low Vision Cl inic 

The Children?s Low Vision Clinic (CLVP) BC was 
hosted on May 23-24, 2019 at the Cranbrook 
Board Off ice. The CLVP-BC brought together 
professionals trained in Ophthalmology, 
Optometry, Orientation and Mobility, Assistive 
Technology and Education. The team evaluated 
each child, prescribed and dispensed low vision 
devices, and made recommendations to support 
the child, their family, teachers, schools and other 
professionals working with the child. 

More Mandt  Cert if icat ions    
and Recert if icat ions 

Recertif ication in Mandt Relational 
Chapters 1-3 was offered on May 1 at the 
Cranbrook Board Off ice. Mandt Chapters 
1-3 Certif ication was also offered at the 
Cranbrook Board Off ice on May 31. In 
addition, the School District?s f irst group of 
Relational Online Recertif ications was 
started in the month of May. (Online 
recertif ication is available after an 
individual has recertif ied in-person two 
consecutive years in a row). 
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Marine Camp 
March 31-Apri l  5 

Eight students with vision impairments from around BC participated in a 
pilot project at the Marine Science Center in Bamfield, BC. Students spent a 
week on the coast learning about marine life and marine conservation. 
During the week students took part in labs which included touch tanks, 
seaweed exploration, beach cleanup, rainforest exploration and they even 
got to see a grey whale up close while out on a whale watching boat.   

Goalbal l  
Apri l  9-10 

Students from Gordon Terrace, Highlands, and 
Frank J. Mitchell experienced Goalball, a 
Paralympic sport played by individuals with visual 
impairments. Goalball is played on a court with 
tactile markings to enable players to determine 
their location on the court and the direction 
he/she is facing at any time. Silence during 
playtime is crit ical to allow the players to listen 
for the ball which has noise bells to help to 
orientate, concentrate, and react during the game. 
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Early Learning

Gordon Ter race Elem ent ary

Isabella Dicken Elem ent ary
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It 's that time of year again when we welcome 

3 - 5 year olds in to our schools to start 

building those connections with the school 

system and community agencies.  

Isabella Dickens had three bus loads arrive on 

April 26th - 76 three and four year olds and 70 

adults!

Gordon Terrace had a fantastic turn out as 

well with lots of activities for the children and 

information for parents/caregivers.

June 2019June 2019



Early Learning
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Mot hers' Day Tea at  t he St eeples St rongSt ar t  Cent re!
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French Language
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Gordon Terrace's Grade 5/6 classes hosted Core 
French classes from Amy Woodland, Highlands, 
Steeples, and Kootenay Orchards for a fun and 
engaging concert by WillsJam. 

Thank you Shanda Fultcher, Canadian Parents for 
French, for sparking this collaborative learning 
opportunity!

Wil l  Stroet  of  Wil l 's Jams is a JUNO, WCMA and CFMA nominated musician, CBC Kids, Universal  Kids and 
Kidoodle TV star, educator and dad, wel l  loved for his original  rock, folk, and blues music with wit ty 
wordplay and catchy choruses. For more than a decade, Wil l 's been entertaining kids through his bi l ingual  
music in Engl ish and French, inspiring them to be act ive, heal thy, creat ive and engaged in the world. This 
past  May, Wil l  released his 10th album, ?Rocks and Roots," a celebrat ion of  nature, t rying new things and 
going on outdoor adventures with family. It 's a masterpiece of  mischief  and fun, further cement ing Wil l?s 
Jams as the ul t imate star of  children?s rock and rol l .    

Wil l  f irst  discovered his talent  for writ ing kids music while complet ing his educat ion degree at  the 
University of  B.C. Af ter releasing his f irst  album in 2005 and playing hundreds of  shows around Vancouver, 
Wil l  knew he had found his cal l ing. In 2009, he took leave f rom teaching to pursue music ful l  t ime and has 
never looked back. Over the years, Wil l  has performed nearly 2,000 shows across Canada and in China, and 
garnered nat ional  recognit ion for his Engl ish and French albums, including  a 2017 JUNO nominat ion, six 
Western Canadian Music Award nominat ions, two f rom the Canadian Folk Music Awards and two f rom the 
Sirius XM Indies. In 2015, UBC?s Facul ty of  Educat ion honoured Wil l  in their top 100 Alumni awards. 
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmGv-isJ-3g9dYwneJOcOQigICnaBoy59
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmGv-isJ-3g9dYwneJOcOQigICnaBoy59
https://www.youtube.com/user/Sprout/featured
https://www.youtube.com/user/Sprout/featured
https://kidoodle.tv/
https://www.willsjams.com/store
https://www.willsjams.com/store
https://www.willsjams.com/store


Environmental Education
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Nipika Leadership Circle 

School District 5 was represented by Kelly Henderson, 
Mardelle Sauerborn, Brooklyn Braconnier, Daniel Whillans, 
and Jennifer Doll, at the CBEEN Leadership Clinic from 
April 26-29 at the Nipika Mountain Resort. Faye O?Neil also 
attended the workshop to give an Aboriginal perspective 
for the delegates. 

The participants did place-based and nature-based goal 
setting based on Indigenous perspectives and built 
connections with other school districts. 

Congratulat ions to Amy Woodland Elementary School  

Amy Woodland is now a WILD School! The Wild School program is a free, 
whole-school, three year init iative for K-8 schools supporting outdoor 
and place-conscious learning. 

Upcycl ing Chal lenge - From Trash to Treasure  - May 27-30 
How can we keep more trash out of our local landfil ls? Repurposing or 
upcycling is one way to teach students about reusing items instead of throwing 
them away. 

The goal of this maker challenge is for students to upcycle an object into a 
beautiful gif t for someone else.  

Can?t complete this optional activity at the end of May? Feel free to do it 
anytime during the month of June! 

Have fun making and please send any project photos/videos to: t lt@sd5.bc.ca 

June 2019

Wild Schools' Goal : 

To increase the engagement of BC schools in environmental learning, outdoor f ield experiences and ongoing 
connections to conservation in their communities.

Want to see more?  

https://sway.office.com/GVpJHpmzgHcjyIX7?ref=email&loc=play


Environmental Education
Earth Day ? Apri l  22 

We are st riving to make every day Earth Day in School  
Dist rict  5. Schools across the Dist rict  celebrated our 

planet  during the month of  Apri l . 

Students in Ms. Doll?s class at Gordon Terrace Elementary ?Pitch In? around Elizabeth Lake.

Gordon Terrace Elementary celebrated Earth week with a Virtue Assembly on  Respect and Helpfulness.  
They also launched their new recycling program with a new  recycling banner and new recycling bins.  

Fernie Secondary proudly displays their recycling banner 
and re-introduced the composting and recycling program. 

June 2019
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Place-Conscious Learning
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Mr. Gulyas? PE 10
Community Month 

Apri l  2019  

April was an amazing month for Elkford 
Secondary?s PE 10 class. This class of 
wonderful young people participated in 
some new, lifelong and healthy activit ies 
within the community and also learned 
about the strong physical demands of local 
career possibil it ies.  

June 2019



Place-Conscious Learning
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Science Out side at  Isabella Dicken Elem ent ary 

Isabella Dicken students in Ms. Barras' Gr. 4/5 Science Outside class 
spent t ime with Mr. Wrigglesworth from Xylem Water Technology 
and Solutions learning about the importance of and method for 
monitoring water.  They then took the water monitoring kits he 
brought along to sample Maiden Lake and the Elk River as part of 
Earth Echo?s water challenge - testing for the temperature, turbidity, 
dissolved oxygen and pH. It was an amazing hands on experience 
and they were excited to be a part of the 1.5 mill ion people who 
have contributed their water monitoring data to Earth Echo?s 
database."

Other students at Isabella Dicken also participated in an Art Start 
cross-curricular project using native plants/berries to create art. 
They then wrote about the historic uses of the plants as well as 
prose/stories/poems.  

Tak ing Learning Out side                          
at  Sparwood Secondary

Teachers at Sparwood Secondary are taking 
students outside!! The school has 4 duff le bags with 
class sets of whiteboard clipboards, f irst aid kits, 
school supplies, etc. The teachers and students are 
loving it! 



IBM STEAM Workshops 

IBM hosted three days of STEAM (Science Technology Engineering Arts 
Mathematics) workshops at Parkland Middle School from April 16-18.  

The Professional Development Day for teachers was held on April 16.  The 
focus of this session was creating more f lexible schedules to allow for 
cross-curricular and inquiry based learning along with the potential for 
professional/ collaborative time. 

On April 17 and 18 Grade 7 and 8 girls from across School District 5 as well as 
girls from School District 6 and School District 8 participated in the IBM 
STEAM4Girls Day at Parkland Middle School. The main theme of the 
STEAM4Girls day was Keeping Girls in STEAM. The day included many hands 
on activit ies (including the challenge of extracting DNA from a strawberry). 
The girls also participated in Speed Mentoring with women in our community 
that have chosen professions in Science Technology Engineering Arts and 
Mathematics.  

*This was a one-day event but was repeated both days to ensure all girls in our 
geographic area were able to participate. A huge thank you to IBM for 
sponsoring these workshops as well as our community volunteers. 

Technology
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Transformative Learning

Design Lab 2 Digestive System 

Cranbrook 

Students in recent Design Lab visits have been 
building all dif ferent types of cars. After exploring 
virtual worlds and making cars appear in the 
middle of the room with the use of VR and AR 
tools, classes were given a design challenge to 
build cars that could complete dif ferent tasks. 
Some tried to build the smallest car possible while 
others had to design something that could carry or 
tow heavy and awkward objects. These challenges 
really emphasized the cycle of revisit ing, 
re-imagining and improving their designs.  

On another occasion, students in Mrs. McGovern's 
class  from T. M. Roberts created earthquake 
machines then tried to build the largest structure 
possible that could withstand intense shaking. A 
lot of Lego came crashing down but spirits stayed 
high all day long. 

Fernie 

Students have been busy creating projects at the 
Design Lab with Lego Wedo and learning about 
augmented reality. They've been especially 
intrigued with the 3D printer and they enjoy 
seeing their designs being made in front of their 
own eyes!  

In Fernie, Kim Froehler has hosted Mr. Lund's class 
from FJMES, Mr. Buck's class from RMES, and Ms. 
Brown and Ms. Spergel's classes from IDES at the 
Design Lab. Ms. Spergel invited parents/ family 
members to come to the Design Lab and they had 
just as much fun helping the children make and 
create with Lego Wedo. The Fernie Design Lab also 
had three Community Field Experience student 
teachers from UBC drop in to participate in various 
activit ies. 

Students in various classes this month have also 
learned about augmented reality, Minecraft EDU, 
Scratch, and the basics of Tinkercad in order to 
prepare themselves for their upcoming trips to the 
Design Lab in May and June. 

June 2019

 

 

Design Labs Update 
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Collaborative Inquiry Sharing Fair
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LMS
Orr in Hawke & Jaym e Farm an

In what ways can non-Indigenous 
teachers respectfully incorporate 

First Peoples perspectives and 
Indigenous ways of knowing in to 

their classrooms?

PES
Judi Poole & Scot t  Naegeli

How might we establish more 
positive home/school relationships 

by implementing a collaborative 
and proactive approach to solving 

behavioural issues at school?

The Sharing Fair never ceases to amaze us!  An incredible day of schools/ colleagues/district staff  sharing 
their journey, using a variety of multi-media tools, objects and props.  Thanks to each of you for sharing your 
journey with us, including the highs/ lows, the achievements/pitfalls and your vision on how to make it 
better for students!  There are absolutely remarkable things happening in our schools to enrich the 
education of our students!  A truly inspiring day!

PMS/TMRES/MBSS
Alissa Am os & Tanya Meijer

Will mentorship from Gr.7 students 
elevate and enhance levels of 
confidence, engagement and 

achievement  for Gr.2/3 students 
through this in-depth art-based 

inquiry project? 

IDES
Kat hy Conlin & Am i Bar ras

Does the consistent use of portfolios 
and rubrics help increase student self  

awareness as well as effectively 
communicate understanding of 
learning for all stakeholders?   

LMS
Tif fany Nyquist  & Lesya Basaraba

In what  ways would more movement 
and dramatic play engage the 

learning of students? Would this 
dif ferent outlet for students help 
them better retain and recall the 
curricular information presented   

throughout the class?   

MBSS
Karen Ket t enacker  & Shane Fif ield

How will Mt. Baker use e-portfolios to 
engage students with core 

competencies, Career Education and 
inquiry-based learning? How will 

staff  properly prepare students for 
the new Career Life  Connections and 
Capstone project that will strengthen 
transition of Gr.12 students exiting 

Mt. Baker?   
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Collaborative Inquiry Sharing Fair
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GTES
Kat e Ruoss & Kryst a Leim an

If  teams of teachers met ongoing 
throughout the year to share how 
each is working to dif ferentiate 

learning in their classroom, would we 
see a positive impact in learning for 

all students?     

FJMES
Scot t  Brousseau

How might students? knowledge of 
local environmental issues be 

increased by investigating the Elk 
River water shed?    

HES & SES
Tera Merkel & St acey Johnson

How can exploring oral storytell ing 
techniques activate the desire for   
students to share their stories and 
develop their individual language 

and literacies? 

FJMES
Rit a St orey & St acey Nohels

How do  we improve the basic math 
skil ls of our students?   

SSS
St ephen Larson

How can our current classroom 
structure be altered to allow for the 
f low of students from room to room 
as their individual needs dictate the 

use of another space?   

FJMES, IDES, FSS, ESS, RMES & SSS
Lois Ehm an

Will meeting as an administration 
team in the Elk Valley strengthen our 

common goal to support our 
teachers, so they can be more 

productive in their classrooms thus 
increasing student achievement?     

LMS
Cat her ine Fil l is, Nicole Fult on & 

Ryan McKenzie

What activit ies can we produce that 
connect science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics to 
woodwork, welding, and sewing 

PMS
Vict or ia Larsen, Julie Wilson,   

Alissa Am os & Scot t  Holt

Would individual student assessment 
prof iles in literacy/numeracy improve 
teaching, learning, transitioning and 

school wide improvement?   

SES
Jenny Ma & David Mar t in

Will creating an in-depth school plan 
to target social emotional learning 
for all  students help our students 
become more successful learners?      
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Collaborative Inquiry Sharing Fair
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FSS
Kim  Mckeown & Tara Ell iot

How do we diversify our lessons to insure 
accessible and/or replaceable curriculum so that 

all students are able to show their knowledge, 
do/demonstrate and show understanding of the 

core competencies for Gr. 8 math using the   
prof iciency scale emerging, developing, 

prof icient, and extending?      

FSS, ESS & SSS
Er in Hay & St ephen Larsen

In what ways will our participation in the 
provincial Pilot Project for Communicating 
Student Learning impact student learning, 

engagement and achievement?      

June 2019



Health Promoting Schools
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Enriching Learning and Helping Students Meet the Curriculum Goals of  the Foods Courses 

Elkford Secondary School?s f ield trip to the I.D.E.A.L. Farm 

Mrs. Wenda?s Home Economics 7 and Ms. Langford?s Foods 8/9 classes

The purpose and educational goals of this trip were to tour a working farm, understand sustainable, local 
farming techniques and systems, from growing vegetables to animal husbandry. 

The I.D.E.A.L. Society Tour offers a full day discovery of the farm which includes the animals such as 
chickens, goats, doves, bees, and ponies. During our trip the students had an opportunity to learn about 
indoor and outdoor gardening and taste leafy green vegetables as well as experience music and drama 
performances that were linked to mother nature studies. 

The I.D.E.A.L. Society teaches the visitors:

- the value of connecting with nature and honouring all its richness
- the value of care for animals and how to respond to their needs
- the value of seeing ourselves as part of something bigger.
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Professional Development
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Professional Development

The French Im m ersion Sum m er  School:  A 3 week FI Program  for  French 
Language Learners

July 8 - 26, 2019
Mont real, PQ
For more information:  

The French  Teacher  Training Session:  A 2 week FI Program  for  French Teachers Who 
Wish t o Refresh Their  Know ledge of  Didact ics and French

July 15 - 26, 2019
Mont real, PQ
For more information:  

Fram eworks for  Underst anding, Teaching & Suppor t ing Diverse Leaders 
(Shelley Moore)

July 15 - 19, 2019
Nelson, BC
For more information:  

Sum m it  2019, Building Towards Inclusivit y, Ways of  Know ing and Int ernat ionalizat ion 
in Educat ion

August  28 & 29, 2019
Pr ince George, BC
For more information:  

Call for proposals from interested presenters is now open:  

June 2019
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Shelley Moore
 

Shelley Moore will return to 
Cranbrook on June 12 to 

present to our 

Principals/Vice Principals  

https://ecoledelangues.umontreal.ca/en/linguistic-stays/french-immersion-summer-school/
https://ecoledelangues.umontreal.ca/en/linguistic-stays/teacher-training-session/
http://pdce.educ.ubc.ca/diverse-learners/
https://blogs.unbc.ca/summit2019/
https://blogs.unbc.ca/summit2019/call-for-proposals/


June 11
Board Meeting (Cranbrook)

June 12
Shelley Moore (Board Office)

June 13

Retirement Dinner

St. Eugene's Resort

June 14

Pro-d Day

June 28

Administrative Day

2019/2020

August  22 & 23

PVP Summer Mtgs.

Sept em ber  2

Labour Day 

Sept em ber  3

First Day of School

Sept em ber  10

Board Meeting

Sept em ber  20

Pro-d Day

FSA Adm inist rat ion

September 30 - November 8

Oct ober  6 - 12

Healthy Schools Week

Oct ober  6 - 12

Mental Illness Awareness Week

Oct ober  11

School Break

Calendar
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Oct ober  14

Thanksgiving Day 

Oct ober  25

Pro-d Day

Oct ober  29 & 30

Carole Fullerton (IDES)

Novem ber  8

School Break

Novem ber  11

Remembrance Day

Novem ber  13

FSA Marking Day

Novem ber  22

School Break

Decem ber  6

Pro-d Day

Decem ber  23 - January 3

School Break

June 2019
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