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Fernie Secondary School 

Action Plan for Enhancing Student Learning 
2021-2022 

School Context: 
 
Fernie Secondary is a public secondary 
school with a September 2021 population 
of approximately 440 students, 25 
teaching staff and 15 support staff. Fernie 
Secondary School, built in 1998, offers a 
variety of courses for grades seven 
through twelve, including a French 
Immersion program. We have a student 
services team who support designated 
students as well as a substantial number 
of students who require learning support.   
The school is located near the downtown 
area of Fernie and serves the majority of 
the grade 7 - 12 students of Fernie, as 
well as some grade 11 and 12 students 
from Jaffray.  Fernie Secondary School 
benefits from strong community support.  
Together as a staff, we look forward to 
building on the successes of Fernie 
Secondary School.   
 
 
 
 

 

Fernie Secondary: 
 
• understands the success of our school 

depends on a deep belief that all 
students can learn  

• provides opportunities for students to 
experience their learning in different 
ways 

• values student connectedness and 
engagement 

• provides personalized supports to help 
ensure students celebrate social-
emotional and academic success 

• supports core competency 
development as part of a fundamental 
skill set students need to lead a happy 
and healthy life 

• continually strives to develop teacher 
collegiality, reflective practice and 
collaborative planning 

• values and encourages parental 
support and involvement  

• is committed to making decisions that 
are evidence based 
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School Goals:   
 

For the 2021-2022 school year we are continuing to build strong connections for our students at 
school.  A wide range of research indicates that when students feel connected to their school, 
they are more engaged and successful academically and as a member of our school community.  
We have a strong network of support staff, teachers and school administration who work together 
to support our students with their success. Fernie Secondary has a diverse cultural and social 
student population.  By working towards providing education in a socially responsible and 
inclusive learning environment, we support all of our students with learning.   
 
As a school, we endeavor to support our students with developing the skills and achievement 
levels necessary to provide our graduating students with a strong foundation to access post-
secondary opportunities.  The Grade 10 Numeracy Assessment focuses on the application of 
mathematical concepts learned across multiple subjects from Kindergarten to Grade 10.  Our 
goal is to improve student confidence and success with the Grade 10 Numeracy Assessment.  
The results of this assessment are not connected to a specific math course and each post-
secondary institution has the authority to determine admission requirements for students and 
may consider Numeracy Assessment results as an admission requirement.  Employers may also 
be interested in these results as an indicator of numeracy proficiency.   
 
As an educational institution, our ultimate goal is to provide the students of Fernie Secondary 
School with an education that creates opportunities for students to be successful, contributing 
members of our society.  Truth, reconciliation and understanding the role of the colonization of 
what is now Canada is an important foundation to our society.  Moving forward as a country with 
truth and reconciliation requires an understanding of the impact colonization has had on the 
indigenous people of Canada.  By supporting our indigenous students and teaching all of our 
students about the indigenous people of Canada and our local history, we support our students 
and our community with an appreciation of the meaning of truth and reconciliation.   
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•To improve student 
confidence and success 
with the Numeracy 10 
Graduation Assessment. 

G
O
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2

•To raise awareness and 
understanding of our 
local Ktunaxa language 
and culture and provide 
more equitable 
opportunities for 
indigenous students to 
be recognized and 
valued.
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GOAL #1 
 

1. To improve student confidence and success with the Numeracy 10 Graduation 
Assessment.  

 
Using our data from the Numeracy 10 Graduation Assessment, we can see the following 
information about students who achieved a 3 or 4 on the Grade 10 Numeracy Assessment at 
Fernie Secondary and the province since 2018: 
 

 2018 2019 2020 2021 (spring) 
Fernie Secondary 
School 

17% 22% 37% 39% 

All Public Schools  
(in BC) 

36% 29% 36% 40% 

 
It is evident that the results for our students are currently consistent with the rest of the public schools 
in British Columbia.  We would like to improve our results to support our graduating students with 
access to the opportunities they pursue upon graduation.   
 
There are indications that some post secondary institutions are already using the Grade 12 Literacy 
Assessment as a benchmark for admissions.  If this trend expands to the Grade 10 Numeracy 
Assessment, we want our students to have a strong foundation.   
 
To achieve this goal we will: 
 

• Expand the role of numeracy beyond math classes.   
o The Numeracy Assessment is not exclusively connected to the concepts from a specific 

math class.  Rather, the assessment is based on the application of mathematical 
concepts in real life situations.  Examples of this conceptual application include fractions 
and volume in a cooking class, speed and angles in PE class, understanding graphs 
and proportions from non-fiction texts in Language Arts and Social Studies, 
understanding equations in Physics and Chemistry, and many others.   

• Pilot the revised Numeracy Performance Standards  
o The Performance Standards for Numeracy and Literacy have been revised to reflect the 

revised curriculum.  The Numeracy Performance Standards reflect a cross curricular 
approach to numeracy and provide a standard to measure numeracy proficiency in all 
areas of our curriculum 

• Provide our math teachers opportunities to collaborate with colleagues here at Fernie 
Secondary and with colleagues at other schools 

• Support teachers participating in the Numeracy Book Study to continue to develop the 
conceptual understanding of the applications of math and ways to broaden this understanding 
beyond math classes. 

• Continue to familiarize students with  and model the format of the assessment questions so 
that the classroom teaching examples are reflected on the assessment 

• Focus on Grades 7-10.  Improving students’ numeracy skills beyond the math classroom is 
part of the learning culture to grow and develop.  Students will see that the need numeracy 
proficiency extends beyond the math class and into other classes and into the daily lives of 
students. 
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GOAL #2 
 

2. To raise awareness and understanding of our local Ktunaxa language and culture 
and provide more equitable opportunities for indigenous students to be recognized 
and valued. 

 
Using data from our student learning survey about Education Modernization and the curriculum, 
we see the following from the past five school years for grades 7, 10 and 12: 
 
GRADE 7 (reporting ‘most’ or ‘all of the time’) 

Question: 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 
At school, are you 
being taught about 
Aboriginal peoples in 
Canada? 

21% (1) 29% (7) 13% (-9) 29% (5) 
 

22% (-1) 

At school, are you 
being taught about 
local First Nations? 

13% (-6) 31% (11) 11% (-8) 14% (-8) 25% (3) 

At school, are you 
being taught the local 
First Nation 
language(s)? 

2% (-3) 11% (6) 0% (3) 0% (-6) 7% (3) 

 
GRADE 10 (reporting ‘most’ or ‘all of the time’) 

Question: 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 
At school, are you 
being taught about 
Aboriginal peoples in 
Canada? 

29% (-3) 19% (-8) 30% (-6) 42% (3) 
 

42% (5) 

At school, are you 
being taught about 
local First Nations? 

14% (-6) 14% (-5) 10% (-14) 20% (-6) 
 

33% (5) 

At school, are you 
being taught the local 
First Nation 
language(s)? 

7% (3) 0% (-4) 2% (-2) 0% (-4) 14% (9) 

 
GRADE 12 (reporting ‘most’ or ‘all of the time’) 

Question: 2016/1 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 
At school, are you 
being taught about 
Aboriginal peoples in 
Canada? 

26% (-8) 32% (3) 46% (-14) 42% (-7) 40% (-4) 

At school, are you 
being taught about 
local First Nations? 

19% (-3) 20% (2) 37% (12) 24% (-12) 
27% (-7) 

At school, are you 
being taught the local 
First Nation 
language(s)? 

7% (3) 0% (-2) 12% (7) 0% (-12) 2% (-4) 
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It is evident in the last five years that there has been growth in students’ awareness that they are 
being taught about the First Peoples of Canada, the local First Nations and the local Ktunaxa 
language. 
 
We are actively working to improve the opportunities for our indigenous students to have a voice 
and equitable representation within our school with our Aboriginal Education Support worker at 
Fernie Secondary School.  Together, we are working towards ensuring our indigenous students 
feel welcomed to participate in extra-curricular activities and have access to school leadership 
activities.   
 
To achieve this goal we will: 

• Practice our land acknowledgment each day on the announcements and at the activities 
and meetings we host. 

• Engage in using the local Ktunaxa language at our formal and informal gatherings at the 
school. 

• Invite our local Ktunaxa representatives and elders to participate in school events. 
• Communicate more effectively about our school and activities with the local Tobacco 

Plains community. 
• Actively engage and invite our aboriginal students to represent our school district at 

leadership activities such as DSAC. 
• Invite students to become leaders and provide an indigenous representation at school 

events and assemblies such as Remembrance Day.   
• Seek feedback about our school and activities to improve opportunities for our aboriginal 

students. 
 
Connection to Southeast Kootenay District Goals:  
 
We are confident that the two goals identified in this plan provide the students of Fernie Secondary 
School with an education that creates opportunities for students to be successful, inclusive, 
contributing members of our society and are clearly connected to the vision for the Southeast 
Kootenay School District.  It is our belief that by meaningfully engaging our students in their learning 
in numeracy and focusing on integrating aboriginal culture, content and language in our classrooms 
and school community, we are doing our part to enable all students to graduate with purpose, choice 
and hope for the future.    
 
This Growth Plan highlights two of the goals we have at our school.  It is important to note that we 
also focus on academic achievement in all subject areas.  We work to recognize and support our 
diverse student population and that our students’ health (mental and physical) and well-being are 
always our priority.  At Fernie Secondary, we work together as a school team to support all of our 
students with their well-being and their learning.   
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