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Principal’s Message  

Hello everyone! 

With the amazing sun and blue skies this past week, it makes the -29’C from last month seem like a 

lifetime ago! And even more so when we reflect on the incredible amount of learning, interesting 

projects and work that has been accomplished – from Black History research to mastering melodica 

music, as well as rollercoasters construction, Métis tissage, geographical salt dough landscapes and 

novel studies. It is your combined efforts students, supporting parents and dynamic staff - that 

make this list of learning so truly inspiring! 

Thus, my main March newsletter message is a very deep and sincere expression of gratitude for all 

you do to make ÉIDES the fabulous place it is to learn and grow together. 

Wishing you all a wonderful, safe and healthy Spring Break! 

Madame Kuijt 

Acting Principal 

École Isabella Dicken Elementary School 
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IMPORTANT NOTES FROM OUR OFFICE 
 

ABSENCES 
The SchoolMessenger app is up and running.  If you know your child 
will be absent or late from school please use the app.  You may also call 
the office at 250-423-4651 or email ides.mailing@sd5.bc.ca before 9:00 

am.  Your help with this will save our secretaries a lot of time as they make 
a call home for every unreported absence to ensure the child is safe.  If 

you haven’t down loaded the app please read the information 
provided in this newsletter.  Thank you. 

 
 

VISITORS 
For safety reasons we ask that all visitors knock at our main 
entrance off 2nd Avenue. 
 
Thank you for helping to keep everyone safe by wearing your 
masks inside the school yard when picking up and dropping 
off your children. 

 

COURTESY BUS RIDERS 
Due to a bus overloading situation, we are no longer able to allow courtesy bus riders to be 
transported on school buses from ÉIDES.  Safety for our students is our utmost concern and an 
accurate passenger list is essential.  Only students registered with the bus department will be 

allowed to ride our buses.  If you have any questions, you can call the bus department at: 
250-423-5885 EXT 223. 

 

VERIFICATION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION 
Over the previous school years our secretarial staff sent home student verification forms for all 

students to ensure that our information on file is accurate.  They worked diligently to make sure our 
records were up to date.  Moving forward we are asking families to update any changes to their 

contact information (emails, phone numbers, emergency contacts, address etc.) as soon as 
applicable.  Please email any updates to ides.mailing@sd5.bc.ca 

 

ÉIDES IS A “PEANUT & NUT FREE” SCHOOL 
PLEASE DO NOT send ANY product to school that contains peanuts or nuts. ÉIDES 

has several children and staff who have a severe life-threatening food allergy 
(anaphylaxis) to peanuts and nuts, which can cause a severe reaction to specific 

foods and can result in death within minutes. 
 

MEDICAL ALERTS 
If your child has a medical condition that requires special attention (i.e. life threatening allergy or 

carries an epi pen) PLEASE ensure that you inform us.  We have a Medical Alert policy and 
planning forms for parents to sign in order to help us provide any necessary care. 
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TRAFFIC SAFETY  
Morning drop off and after school pick up times are very busy and continue to create safety concerns.  Please help us 
keep everybody safe by helping with the following: 

• Remind your child to use the crosswalk properly and to look both ways before crossing. 

• Please do not stop or block crosswalks with your car. 

• We ask that you DO NOT bring your dog onto the playground. 

• Bikes and scooters need to be walked through the playground, on sidewalks and crosswalks. 

• Remind your child of bicycle safety rules especially for riding on the streets. 

• The staff parking lot is for STAFF only; please do not use it as a drop off spot. 

• Please do not linger in drop off/pick up zones during peak times. 

• Please respect the no stopping and handicap parking zones. 

• 13th Street is a bus zone DO NOT use it for drop off or pick up. 

• Please NO U-Turns in School Zones 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
SD5 Annual School Calendar: 
http://www.sd5.bc.ca/school/ides/About/calendar/Pages/default.aspx 
ÉIDES School Calendar on Website:  http://www.sd5.bc.ca/school/ides/Pages/default.aspx 
 
March  
Mon/Fri, March 15-19 Carnaval à la Carte (Sarah-Lee and Mme Tecla) 
Thursday, March 18 Easter Fundraiser Pickup, 2:30 – 5:30 
Friday, March 19 Easter Fundraiser Pickup, 8:30 – 9:00 
Friday, March 19 Last day of school, Spring Break begins Monday  
  
April  
Thursday, April 1 Last Day of Spring Break 
Friday, April 2 No School 
Monday, April 5 No School 
Monday, April 26 Pro-D No School 
Tuesday, April 27 – April 30 CSL & Early Dismissal at 2:05 
  

 

École Isabella Dicken Elementary School 
Daily Bell Schedule 

During break times (mornings, recess, lunch, after school), students may want to socialize with peers in different 
learning groups. When interacting with peers outside of their learning group, students should minimize physical 

contact when outdoors. 
 

8:20 – 8:50 Morning Supervision 
8:45 Students Arrive 
8:50 Welcome Bell / Students Enter -  Front Doors are Locked 

  8:55 – 10:30 Classes in Session 
10:15 – 10:30 Recess for Kindergarten & Gr. 1 
10:30 – 10:45 Recess Gr. 1/2 - 6 

 

Recess K-1’s 10:15 – 10:30 Primary Playground 

 Gr. 1/2 – 3/4 10:30 – 10:45 Primary Playground 

 Gr. 4 – 6’s 10:30 – 10:45 Int. Playground 

10:45 – 12:15 Classes in Session 
12:15 – 1:05 Lunch 

Lunch K – 1’s 12:15 – 12:40 Outside 

  12:40 – 1:05 Lunch 

 Gr. 1/2 – 3/4 12:15 – 12:40 Lunch 

  12:40 – 1:05 Outside 

 Gr. 4 – 4/5 12:15 – 12:40 Lunch 

  12:40 – 1:05 Outside 

 Gr. 5/6 - 6 12:15- 12:40 Outside 

  12:40 – 1:05 Lunch 

1:00 pm Welcome Bell 
1:05 – 3:05 Classes in Session 

3:05 pm Dismissal 
 
End of Day Dismissal times: 
2:55 for families A – L 
3:00 for families M – Z 
3:05 for bus students 
 

 

 

http://www.sd5.bc.ca/school/ides/About/calendar/Pages/default.aspx
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                                        Spring will soon be upon us. 

Students must come to school dressed for all weather and prepared to be outside. 
 
Students will be kept indoors during the winter months when the temperature is -20⁰ 
Celsius or colder.  The wind chill factor will be taken into consideration.  Keeping the 
students in will be at the discretion of the lunch hour supervisor, Vice-Principal or 
Principal.  When cold weather persists for several days we keep the students mostly 
indoors but will send them out for 15-20 minutes over the lunch break to get a little 
fresh air and exercise.  We find that students become very restless if they stay in too 
often.  So please come prepared.  
“As noted in 2020/2021 École IDES School Handbook” 

 
 

 
 

Parents, please have your child/children checkout the lost and found by the gym.  The 

wall is overflowing with jackets, toques, mitts, shoes and water bottles.  There are also 7 

pictures posted on Face Book.  Please let us know if you spot something that belongs to 

your child.  Thank you. 
 

 

 

Message from the ÉIDES PAC 
Congratulations to all of our avid student readers who have received a free book this past month 
through our Reading Incentive Program.  Keep up the great reading!  A big thank you to all the 
parent volunteers who are tallying the minutes at home and keeping this program running.  We 
couldn't do it without you! 

 

 

Grade 6 
 

 
Our Grade 6's are raising funds for their year-end trip and would love your support!  If you are returning 
bottles/cans to the Bottle Depot and are minded to, you can donate your proceeds to the account called 

"IDES Grade 6".  Once Covid restrictions allow, the grade 6's themselves (and parents) will be 
organizing a bottle drive as well so stay tuned for that! 
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Student Learning Survey 2020/2021  
 
The Provincial Student Learning Survey is unique in its scope, size and 
usefulness to schools. It gathers information from 
parents/guardians/caregivers, teachers and students on topics related to 
school environment, safety, and achievement. The information is used for 
planning in individual schools and provides a district and provincial 
perspective. Early in 2021 the Student Learning Survey will be 
administered to students in grades four, and their 
parents/guardians/caregivers, and all school staff. We encourage 
parents/guardians/caregivers to participate in this survey, as the results 
are important in identifying and celebrating current strengths, as well as 
determining where the school needs to focus improvement. The surveys 
contain standard questions for the Province – in addition, questions from 
the school and/or district that focus on local conditions or issues may be 
included. The survey can be completed electronically and can be 
accessed on the Internet at http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey . Any 
computer with an Internet connection can be used, and access to the e-
survey is simple and secure. The survey can be accessed through the link 
with or without an anonymous logon code by selecting the school district 
and school name where your child attends school. Provincial, District and 
School Reports for previous years can be viewed at the same site under 
the Results section.  
The e-survey site will be open until April 30th.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact the school at 250-423-4651. 
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School District 5 Introduces  
SchoolMessenger 

Continuing to foster and enhance ethical communication between the School 
District and all learners, students, staff, parents and community in a timely and 
inclusive manner. 
 
School District 5(Southeast Kootenay) is launching SchoolMessenger for communication with parents.  SchoolMessenger 
is a communication platform that allows our schools and district to send out mass communications to parents/guardians 
using multiple methods simultaneously.  The SafeArrival system provides parents with a faster and easier way of 
reporting absences.  
 
The benefits of SchoolMessenger include: 
 

 Parents can choose how to be notified (email, phone call, text message) 

 Absences are easier to report at 1-(833) 566-1225, on the app or website) 
 More timely notification in an emergency 
 Schools can respond faster when a student is unexpectedly absent and may be missing 

SchoolMessenger Communicate 
 
SchoolMessenger Communicate is an automated notification system used to send out general announcements.   
 

As a parent/guardian, you can decide how you want to receive announcements (email, phone call, 
and/or text message. 
 

There is nothing you need to do to receive announcements from the school.  You can customize how you receive what 
kind (General, Emergency, or Attendance) announcements. For example, you may only want to receive general 
announcements (upcoming events, newsletters, etc.) via email, but you might want attendance info to come as a text 
message so that you see it right away.  
 

You can set up your Smartphone or Android phone app or website account right away to make sure you are 
ready when we launch SchoolMessenger Communicate and SafeArrival: 
 

 Using your mobile device, download and install the School Messenger app from the Apple App Store or the Google 
Play Store.  The first time you use the app, select Sign Up to create your account. Select Attendance then Report 
an Absence. 

 
 Use the Safe Arrival website. The first time you use the website, select Sign Up to create your account. Select 

Attendance then Report an Absence. 
 

 
 

 

Please get in touch with your child’s school if your contact information (email or 
phone number) has recently changed so SchoolMessenger has the most current 
information on file. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/schoolmessenger-infocenter/id978894818
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/schoolmessenger-infocenter/id978894818
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.schoolmessenger.recipient
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.schoolmessenger.recipient
https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/account/login
https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/account/signup
https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/home
https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/home
file://///EIDE-LSS16/EIDE%20Secretaries$/Arlene.Dykhuizen/Downloads/1-(833)%20566-1225
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SchoolMessenger SafeArrival 
 
One of our greatest priorities is ensuring that all our students arrive safely to school every day.  To enhance our existing 
absence-checking procedure School District 5 (Southeast Kootenay) is introducing a new, more efficient student absence  
 
 
reporting system called SafeArrival.  This new system will reduce the time it takes to verify student attendance, making 
it easy for you to report your child’s absence and easy for staff to respond to unreported student absences.  
 
It is also used to contact parents and guardians when a child is absent (if the absence was not reported in advance). The 
automated notification system will attempt to contact parents/guardians at multiple contact points until a reason is 
submitted for the absence. If our system is unable to reach the designated contacts, office staff will follow up. 
 
If you report your child’s absence in advance using the SafeArrival toll-free number, website or mobile app, you will NOT 
receive these notifications. 
 
With SafeArrival, you are asked to report your child’s absence in advance using any of these 3 convenient methods: 
 

 Using your mobile device, download and install the SchoolMessenger app from the Apple App Store or the 
Google Play Store.  The first time you use the app, select Sign Up to create your account. Select Attendance then 
Report an Absence. 

 
 Use the SafeArrival website. The first time you use the website, select Sign Up to create your account. Select 

Attendance then Report an Absence. 
 
 Call the toll-free number 1-(833) 566-1225 to report an absence using the automated phone system. 

 
 Contact your child’s school directly to report an absence. 

 
The SafeArrival options are available 24 hours/day, 7 days a week.  Future absences can be reported at any time up to a 
maximum of 10 consecutive days. It is important to note that when setting up your account, you must register using the 
email address and phone number associated with your child’s MyEducation BC account. 

SchoolMessenger SMS 

Opt In 

 
You will receive a text message requesting you to opt into your school or 
School District 5 text message alert service. This number was provided 
through your contact information in MyEducation BC. 
 
If you would like to continue receiving messages from your school or 
district you must reply affirmatively with one of the opt-in key words. 
Simply reply to the original message (or send a text message to 978338 
in Canada) with either the words “opt in” or “subscribe”. 
 
If you do not receive a text message, you still can participate in 
SchoolMessenger SMS (Short Message Service), known as “text 
messages” from your cell phone by texting “Y” or “Yes” to 978338.  
Standard message and data rates may apply. 
 

 For help information, text HELP, INFO, AIDE to 978338. 
 To opt out at any time, text STOP, END, CANCEL, QUIT, 

UNSUBSCRIBE, ARRET to 978338. 
 
Participating carriers:  Rogers Wireless, MTS, Bell, Sasktel Mobility, Telus 
Mobility 

Yours truly, 
 
School District 5 (Southeast Kootenay) 
 
 
 
Jennifer Roberts 
District Principal  

 

 

file://///EIDE-LSS16/EIDE%20Secretaries$/Arlene.Dykhuizen/Downloads/1-(833)%20566-1225
https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/account/login
https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/home
https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/home
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/schoolmessenger-infocenter/id978894818
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.schoolmessenger.recipient
https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/account/login
https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/account/signup
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March 2021 at the Fernie Heritage Library 

Virtual Pre-school Programming 

Videos will now be posted on our *NEW* YouTube channel. The link will be posted on our social 

media platforms. 

Storytime (Ages 3-5 years)Tuesdays 11:15am 

Stories, singing and activities for preschoolers and their caregivers. 

Toddlertime (Ages 0-2 years) 

Wednesdays 11:15am 

Singing, simple stories and fingerplays for babies and their caregivers. 

Storytime (Ages 0-5 years) 

Fridays 11:15am 

Stories, singing and activities for preschoolers and their caregivers. 

Virtual Activities for School-aged Children 

Try it @ Home Tuesdays on Tik Tok, Facebook and Instagram 

A weekly STEM/DIY challenge for kids to try at home. 

An Afternoon of Mystery Thursday 4th 4:00-5:00pm (hosted on Zoom) (Ages 8-11, registration 

required, maximum of 8 registrants) 

An afterschool session for budding sleuths. Grab an activity pack curbside. Join the Zoom session to play 

games and help solve the mystery. Registration opens on Eventbrite Tuesday, February 23rd at 10:00am. 

Big Life Brigade 

From Friday March 5th to April 9th, 4:00-5:00pm hosted on Zoom. 

(7-10 years, registration required, maximum of 8 registrants) 

An afterschool group focusing on positivity, believing in yourself, practicing kindness and gratitude and 

encouraging children to develop a growth mindset. Content from this group will be taken from the Big Life 

Journal for kids. Participants will register for 6 weeks and receive activities and crafts that they can complete 

whilst taking part of a friendly, welcoming Zoom chat with our programmer and other children. Registration 

opens on Eventbrite Tuesday, February 23rd at 10:00am. 

Trivia Tuesday 

Tuesday March 16th and 23rd 3:00pm-4:00pm (hosted on Kahoot!) 

(9-12 years of age) 

Test your Harry Potter knowledge, with some fast and furious trivia questions on Kahoot! Grab a special 

Hogwarts treat bag curbside once you are registered.Registration opens on Eventbrite Tuesday March 2nd at 

10:00am. 

 

B-I-N-G-O Bonanza 

Wednesday March 17th and 24th 3:00pm-4:00pm (hosted on Zoom) 

(7-10 years of age) 

Play BINGO at home. Grab a BINGO bag curbside once you are registered and join your friends on Zoom, 

for a chance to win some fun prizes. 

Registration opens on Eventbrite Wednesday March 3rd at 10:00am. 
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Family Programming 

Griz Days Storywalk  

Friday March 5th and Saturday 6th 

Celebrate Griz Days with a wild and wooly storywalk, Where the Wild Things Are 

Curbside Craft Wednesdays on Tik Tok, Facebook and Instagram 

Watch a DIY craft video. Supplies for the craft will be available for curbside pick up between at 2:00pm on 

Wednesdays. 

Teen Programming 

Teen Book Club (Brittany Cavallaro, A Study in Charlotte) Thursday March 25th, 7:30 pm (hosted on 

Zoom) 

Talk books with teens across the Kootenays and meet the authors in this online book club. To get a copy of 

the book and the zoom link, contact Fernie Heritage Library. 

information@fernieheritagelibrary.com 

Adult Programming 

Walkie Talkie (Gregory David Roberts, Shantaram) Friday March 5th, 1:00pm 

Fresh air and conversation guaranteed. Copies of the book available at the library or by emailing 

information@fernieheritagelibrary.com . All are welcome. 

Keep Calm and Stay Cozy adult craft kit Saturday March 13th, 2:00pm (hosted on Zoom) 

Pick up an adult craft kit from Tuesday 9th until Friday 12th and join the cozy Zoom chat and tutorial on 

Saturday 13th. Please email fhlprogrammer@gmail.com if you have questions. 

Read Local book club (Richard Kelly Kemick, I am Herod) Wednesday February 24th, 7:30pm (hosted 

on Zoom) 

An online book club featuring authors from the Kootenay region. To register and borrow your copy of the 

book, contact Fernie Heritage Library. Information@fernieheritagelibrary.com 

Tea and Talk book club (Ariel Levy, The Rules Do Not Apply) Friday March 26th ,1:30pm (hosted on 

Zoom) 

For good conversation over a cup of tea, look no further! Copies of the book are available from the library. 

Booked! Fernie Writer’s Series – Jael Richardson and Ali Bryan Thursday April 1st, 7:30pm (hosted 

on Zoom and Facebook Live) 

Join authors Angie Abdou, Jael Richardson and Ali Bryan as they discuss how fiction can teach readers to 

help cope with alarming trends and the threats they pose to our children. Join these best-selling writers of 

dystopia in a lively discussion about what their novels have to say to (and for) the next generation. 

April 2021 at the Fernie Heritage Library 

Virtual Pre-school Programming 

Storytime (Ages 3-5 years) 

Tuesdays 11:15am on Facebook and Instagram 

Stories, singing and activities for preschoolers and their caregivers. 

Toddlertime (Ages 0-2 years) 

Wednesdays 11:15am on Facebook and Instagram 

Singing, simple stories and fingerplays for babies and their caregivers. 

 

Storytime (Ages 0-5 years) 

Fridays 11:15am on Facebook and Instagram 

Stories, singing and activities for preschoolers and their caregivers. 
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Activities for School-aged Children 

Try it @ Home Tuesdays on Tik Tok, Facebook and Instagram 

A weekly STEM/DIY challenge for kids to try at home. 

 

An Afternoon of Mystery 

Thursday 15th 4:00-5:00pm (hosted on Zoom) 

(Ages 8-11, registration required, maximum of 8 registrants) 

An after school session for budding sleuths. Grab an activity pack curbside. Join the 

Zoom session to play games and help solve the mystery. 

Registration opens on Eventbrite Thursday, April 1st at 10:00am. 

 

Family Programming 

Curbside Craft 

Wednesdays on Tik Tok, Facebook and Instagram 

Watch a DIY craft video. This month we concentrate on eco-friendly crafts and attempt to make our craft 

bags zero waste. Supplies for the craft will be available for curbside pick up at 12:00pm on Wednesdays. 

 

Pick Up for a Plant on EARTH Day 

Saturday 24th 

Take part in a Fernie clean up for Earth Day. We supply the bag and gloves, you pick up the rubbish. Once 

you are done, return your bag of rubbish to the library garden and collect your well earned snack and a plant 

to take home. 

Adult Programming 

Booked! Fernie Writer’s Series – Jael Richardson and Ali BryanThursday April 1st, 7:00pm (hosted 

on Zoom and Facebook Live)Join authors Jael Richardson and Ali Bryan as they discuss how fiction can 

teach readers to helpcope with alarming trends and the threats they pose to our children. Moderator Angie 

Abdouwill lead a lively discussion about what these novels have to say to (and for) the nextgeneration. 

Walkie Talkie (Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, We should all be feminists) 

Friday April 9th, 1:00pm 

Fresh air and conversation guaranteed. Copies of the book available at the library or byemailing 

information@fernieheritagelibrary.com . All are welcome. 

Book Launch (Angie Abdou, This One Wild Life: A Mother-Daughter Wilderness Memoir) 

Tuesday April 13th, 7:00pm 

Join us on Zoom for the launch of local author Angie Abdou’s new book This One Wild Life: AMother-

Daughter Wilderness Memoir). Hal Wake, former artistic director of the Vancouver 

Writers Fest will be the moderator. 

 

Keep Calm and Stay Cozy adult craft kit  

Saturday April 24th, 2:00pm (hosted on Zoom) 

Pick up an adult craft kit from Tuesday 20th until Friday 23rd and join the cozy Zoom chat andtutorial on 

Saturday 24th. Please email fhlprogrammer@gmail.com for more information. 

 

Read Local book club (Elinor Florence, Bird’s Eye View) 

Thursday April 29th, 7:30pm (hosted on Zoom) 

An online book club featuring authors from the Kootenay region. To register and borrow your copy of the 

book, contact Fernie Heritage Library. Information@fernieheritagelibrary.com 

 

Tea and Talk book club (Elizabeth Gilbert, The City of Girls) 

Friday April 30th ,1:30pm (hosted on Zoom) 

For good conversation over a cup of tea, look no further! Copies of the book are available from the library. 
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Parents/Guardians: 
  
Given the Province-wide restrictions from the PHO, the directive for SD5 is to no longer 

have volunteers in our building.  This will be in place until further notice.  During this stage, it 

is a requirement that doors be locked to restrict access to our facilities.  
  
Please remember when picking up your child(ren), to stay outside the fence. If you come 

into the school grounds, we are asking parents/guardians to wear a mask. 
  
Please be diligent, be careful, be safe, follow the safety protocols now more than ever. 

 

As always, we appreciate your support! 
 

 

 

Interior Health is rolling out a call centre for booking COVID tests versus calling the local testing sites, 
Sparwood has now gone live. 
  

• Call 1-877-740-7747 to book an appointment 
• OR book online at www.interiorhealth.ca, click the blue “book a COVID test” box on the home page 

  
 
 

Please follow this link and it will take you to a portal where you can do a health check for 
your child’s grade. 
 
 
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck?execution=e1s1 
 

 

http://www.sd5.bc.ca/Documents/COVID-19%20Protocols%20for%20School%20Operations%20(September%2021).pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.interiorhealth.ca__;!!KPIWIKjs7Vur!5H1OPvjY_TKnyxeQqbTtG62ciOsdoAiRvuXsl_KeOuDyTb-xZKH8DiIrSjyVFZlppM46qxSohw$
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck?execution=e1s1
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