
 

 

September 21, 2020 

 

Dear students, staff and parents: 

It is hard to believe that we are already into our second full week of school.  This year has been very 

unique as you know and we are pleased to see so many of our students and staff back.  We know that 

some of our parents are still trying to determine if they are going to send their children back to school. 

We are hoping that you will let us know by September 25 if you are coming into the school, doing 

Distributed Learning or Homeschooling as we are required to submit our student numbers to the 

Ministry of Education by the end of September.  For elementary school parents in Cranbrook, if you 

decide your children are not returning to school we will not be able to guarantee a spot in your 

catchment area school. However, we will be able to find a spot in another school for your children.  

Please also know if you decide to Homeschool or do Distributed Learning you are very welcome to come 

back when you feel the time is right.    

For secondary students in the quarter system we ask that your child comes back at the end of a quarter 

as it would be difficult for your child to catch up if they came back in the middle of a quarter.  Please 

contact your child’s principal if you have any questions or to let them know your plans. 

New Health Check Form and Procedure: 

Thank you to parents, staff and students for doing a daily health check.  Thank you to parents for not 

sending your children to school when they are sick.  You will notice a few changes to the health check 

form below.   

 

https://www.sd5.bc.ca/COVID2020-2021/otherres/Pages/default.aspx#/=


If you answered “YES” to one of the questions included under ‘Key Symptoms of Illness’ (excluding 
fever), you should stay home for 24 hours from when the symptom started. If the symptom improves, 
you may return to school when you feel well enough. If the symptom persists or worsens, seek a health 
assessment. 
 
If you answered “YES” to two or more of the questions included under ‘Key Symptoms of Illness’ or 
you have a fever, seek a health assessment.  A health assessment includes calling 8-1-1, or a primary 
care provider like a physician or nurse practitioner. If a health assessment is required, you should not 
return to school until COVID-19 has been excluded and your symptoms have improved.  
 
If children are sick or need to self-isolate at home, the school will provide schoolwork much the same as 
if the child was sick in the past.  If a group of students are required to self-isolate as well as the teacher, 
there will be online support for the students.  The support will be from the classroom teacher, if they 
are well, or the principal will work with the school and district staff to ensure learning support continues 
for the students. 
 
If you answered “YES” to questions 2 or 3, use the COVID-19 Self-Assessment Tool to determine if you 
should seek testing for COVID-19.  
 
When a COVID-19 test is recommended by the health assessment:  

• If the COVID-19 test is positive, you should stay home until you are told by public health to end 
self-isolation. In most cases this is 10 days after the onset of symptoms. Public health will 
contact everyone with a positive test.  

• If the COVID-19 test is negative, you can return to school once symptoms have improved and 
you feel well enough. Symptoms of common respiratory illnesses can persist for a week or more. 
Re-testing is not needed unless you develop a new illness.  

• If a COVID-19 test is recommended but is not done because you choose not to have the test, or 
you do not seek a health assessment when recommended, and your symptoms are not related 
to a previously diagnosed health condition, you should stay home from school until 10 days after 
the onset of symptoms, and then you may return if you are feeling well enough.  

 
If a COVID-19 test is not recommended by the health assessment, you can return to school when 
symptoms improve and you feel well enough. Testing may not be recommended if the assessment 
determines that the symptoms are due to another cause (i.e. not COVID-19).  
 
A health-care provider note (i.e. a doctor’s note) should not be required to confirm the health status 
of any individual. 
 
Bussing: 
 
Thank you very much to all students who are wearing masks on the bus.  We appreciate that this is very 
new for us all.  We also appreciate middle and secondary students following the guidelines.  At the 
moment, due to COVID-19, we are not able to take any guest riders on the bus. 
 
School Sports:  
 
In the next few weeks, our Director of Student Learning is working with schools to look at how we can 
safely run extra curricular opportunities, including athletics.  We understand how difficult it is for our 
students to not have school sports.  Information will be available soon from individual schools on what 
extra curricular will look like following the guidelines from the Ministry of Education and BCCDC. 



 
Updated Information on Physical Distancing from BCCDC: 
 
Physical distancing refers to a range of measures aimed at reducing close contact with others. Physical 
distancing is used as a prevention measure because COVID-19 tends to spread through prolonged, close 
(face-to-face) contact.  

 Within learning groups, physical distancing should include avoiding physical contact, minimizing 
close, prolonged, face-to-face interactions, and spreading out as much as possible within the 
space available.  

 Outside of learning groups, practicing physical distancing should include avoiding physical 
contact and close, prolonged face-to-face interactions, spreading out as much as possible within 
the space available, and ensuring there is 1-2 meters of space available between people.  

 Spaces where members of different learning groups interact should be sufficiently large, and/or 
should have limits on the number of people so that 1-2 meters of space is available between 
people. 

 There should be no crowding within and outside of learning groups.  

 
If COVID-19 case in school: 
 
If we receive notification from the Interior Health Authority that there is a confirmed COVID-19 case at 
one of our schools, the district will work in partnership with the Interior Health Authority and the 
Ministry of Education to implement COVID-19 protocols in schools.  We will be using the COVID-19 
Protocols for School and District Administrators document. 
 
To understand more about the process followed when there is a reported confirmed case in a school, 
please reference the flow chart below: 

 



 
We will work very closely with public health and take direction from them on the plan, depending on the 
circumstances.  As soon as we are notified by public health regarding a case in a school and are able to 
share information, the school population will receive information from either me (superintendent or 
designate) or the School Medical Health Officer. 
 
We will continue to keep you informed as we receive new information.  Thank you again for all you are 
doing to keep everyone safe.   Doing a daily health check, practicing good hand washing, physical 
distance where possible, and wearing a mask where appropriate can help to keep everyone safe. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Alan Rice      Silke Yardley 
Secretary Treasurer     Superintendent 
 
COVID-19 Protocols for School Operations – updated Sept. 21 
BCCDC Website 
COVID-19 Public Health Guidance for K-12 Settings 
SD5 Website 
 
  

https://www.sd5.bc.ca/COVID2020-2021/safetyss/Documents/COVID-19%20Protocols%20for%20School%20Operations%20(September%2021).pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/data
http://www.sd5.bc.ca/Documents/COVID-19%20Public%20Health%20Guidance%20K-12%20Schools%20-%20Sep%2011%20-%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.sd5.bc.ca/


Please keep sending in your wonderful pictures for our school district Facebook page! 
 

                    
      

                              
                                            
                                                                                                             

https://www.facebook.com/sd5southeastkootenay/?modal=admin_todo_tour

