
Over al l  View : Elk for d  Secondar y 
School

School  Act i on  Plan : 20 17- 20 20

School  Context :
Student Consider at ions:

I nsights:

Road to Achievem ent

Focus:

1. How are our assessment practices 

leading to students engaging in their 

own learning and taking pride in their 

academic achievements?

2. How can we increase school spirit in 

connection to our school culture and 

local community and create a greater 

sense of belonging and acceptance in 

our school?

- Our students are most successful when 

they are engaged in their learning. In 

accordance with the re-designed 

curriculum, we want to understand the 

impact that using a variety of 

assessments will have on student 

learning.

- Ongoing professional development and 

in-service will lead to continued growth 

in teacher practices.

- Students will feel more connected to the 

school community and engaged in their 

learning if they feel ownership of, and 

pride for, the school.

- All teaching staff will try new 

assessments in their classrooms.

- A focus on meaningful feedback and 

feedforward will replace the use of 

percentages or letter grades (following 

the Pilot Reporting Program).

- Provide engaging extra-curricular 

experiences that allow students to 

participate in a meaningful way to the 

ESS culture.

- As a school, be active in the community 

of Elkford. Create a bridge between 

Student Council, Leadership, and the 

Community.

- Keep up to date with curriculum 

changes and initiatives that are relevant 

and authentic for our school community.

- Foster internal pride in academic 

success. Student learning is a priority.

- Build skills to manage expectation, 

workload, potential stressors, and build 

confidence and pride in individual ability.

- Devote a portion of each staff meeting 

to Professional Development, where 

teachers can engage in meaningful 

collaboration focused on 

cross-curricular planning and 

school-wide initiatives.

- Collaboration with students, staff, 

parents, and community is a focus for 

ESS.

- Promote a positive school culture. 

Strength Through Determination

- Building Pride: Pride in being part of Elkford Secondary, pride in achieving academic 

success, and pride in ourselves.

- Understanding and implementing the revised curriculum through the use of formative 

assessment practices, that use effective feedback and feedforward, to inform and guide 

teaching and student learning.

- Building a sense of community, school spirit, and belonging. Students feel safe & welcome; 

comfortable to take academic risks and explore their creativity.

Elkford Secondary School (ESS) is a school with approximately 185 students in grades 7 to 

12. Elkford's economy is based on a vibrant open pit coal mining network of 5 mines. We are 

known as a local community school that offers a variety of courses to students, including 

practical, applied skills and fine arts electives. Despite our small size and isolated location we 

strive to provide a variety of course offerings. We support our students through Aboriginal 

Support, Youth Care Support, Counseling Support, and Student Services programs.

- What kind of assessments engage 

students in their own learning?

- How do we get students to want to 

come to school and feel included and 

part of school culture?

- How can we bring in the outside 

community and make it part of the 

fabric of school  culture?

Dr iving Questions:

1. In what ways will student achievement improve through the use of formative 
assessments?

2. In what ways will students' sense of community and belonging improve by building a 
sense of ownership and pride in our school?



Intentions

1.Creation of  an outdoor classroom
2.Continued focus on Learning Commons
3.Prov iding opportuni t ies for outdoor leadership/ resi l ience
4.Rev iew /strengthening of  mission & v ision
5.Digi tal  Student Portfol io
6.Pro-D on M indfulness
7.School  Clubs
8.Use of  Communi ty Ex perts
9.Science Labs
10.Serv ice Learning
11.Common A ssessment
12.Bring focus to Indigenous learning

A chievements

1.Reports cards completed as per SD5 reporting order.
2.Staf f  meetings devoted to col laboration and staf f  
discussion.

3.Partnering w i th communi ty: Rock  A  Rama, 
Remembrance Day w i th RM ES, Place Conscious Learning 
w i th Wi ldsight, Tree Planting w i th Teck  and District of  
Elk ford, Communi ty Serv ice w i th Elk ford Snow mobi le 
Club, Communi ty Serv ice w i th Elk ford Communi ty 
Garden, RCM P Fi tness Test, Elk ford Fi re Department 
Fi tness Test

4.School  events to promote a posi t ive cul ture: Spi ri t  Week , 
Pancak e break fasts, K indness Week , Drama Productions, 
French Cafe, A rt Walk , Nature Walk  & Solo, Cul tural  
Fieldtrips

5.Student art w ork : displayed in the school
6.Websi te: K eeping i t up to date w i th informative 
information

7.Course of ferings: Elk ford Secondary School  of fers 
diversi ty in course of ferings

What the Numbers Say

MDI School Report 2018/2019 - Grade 7 Report

The Well-Being Index combines a measure of optimism, happiness, self-esteem, absence 
of sadness, and general health.



Dat a f rom : 2017/2018 Sat isfact ion Survey - How do st udent s feel we are prepar ing 
t hem  for  l i fe af t er  h igh school. Wil l  t h is change w it h t he int roduct ion of  t he 

Capst one?

Cont inued Im provem ent  in Grade t o Grade Transit ions



The View

Com m unit y Exper t  - Ab Ed.

Resil ience/Out doors

Grade 8 Hike - Increase 
connect ion t o our  local 
com m unit y. Gam es Room  - Creat e a 

great er  sense of  belonging 
in our  school.

Dram a Present at ion for  Dist r ict  of  
Elk ford - ESS being act ive in t he 
com m unit y.

Fur  Trapping Present at ion - The 
use of  com m unit y exper t s.

Ar t  in Act ion - Building a sense of   com m unit y, school spir it , 
and belonging.

Use of  com m unit y exper t s

Being act ive in t he 
com m unit y & Using 
com m unit y exper t s

Oppor t unit y for  Out door  
Leadership & Resil ience

Engaging form at ive 
assessm ent

Engaging form at ive 
assessm ent

Assessm ent s engaging 
st udent s in t heir  work

Spir it  Week - Ownership and pr ide 
in t he school

Service learning

Professional developm ent  in l ine 
w it h School Act ion Plan

French Cafe - St udent s 
engaged in t heir  learning



Building the capacity of classroom teachers to assess in a variety of 
ways improves student learning and achievement (Black & William, 
Allington, Hattie, Close, Stiggins, Shimmer). By improving the 
opportunities of teachers to meet the needs of our students through 
the use of a variety of assessment practices, we hop to see improved 
learning and achievement for our students as they will be engaged in 
their education.

A growing body of research confirms the benefits of building a sense 
of community in school. Students in schools with a strong sense of 
community are more likely to be academically motivated (Solomon, 
Battistich, Watson, Schaps, & Lewis, 2000), act ethically and 
altruistically (Schaps, Battistich, & Solomon, 1997), develop social 
and emotional competencies (Solomon et al., 2000), and avoid a 
number of problem behaviours, including drug use and violence 
(Resnick et al., 1997).

The goal is to expand new school opportunities for students. With 
our small student population, ESS educators are actively working to 
strengthen feelings of inclusion, caring, shared purpose, and 
collective investment.

Research

Reflection

Communication Strategies

We will communicate in the following ways:
1. Regular updates with PAC and DPAC groups
2. Greater use of our school website to share ideas, plans, 
and information with our parents and other stakeholders.

3. Regular visit from local School Trustee to meet staff and 
administration and see positive activities happening in 
school.

Have we made enough of a difference? Are we...
- Supporting a balance of assessment practices that include a high-quality 

quantitative testing system along with effective classroom formative and 
summative assessments?

- Emphasize useful feedback on student performance that is embedded into 
everyday learning?

- Creating culminating activities that benefit a range of learning styles and aptitudes?
- Seeing improved attendance, student engagement and achievement, and student 

ownership for ESS?
- Reflecting upon Post-secondary success of ESS Grads.
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