
Over al l  View : Elk for d  Secondar y 
School

School  Act i on  Plan : 20 17- 20 20

School  Context :
Student Consider at ions:

I nsights:

Road to Achievem ent :

Focus:

1. How are our assessment practices 

leading to students engaging in their 

own learning and taking pride in their 

academic achievements?

2. How can we increase school spirit in 

connection to our school culture and 

local community and create a greater 

sense of belonging and acceptance in 

our school?

- Our students are most successful when 

they are engaged in their learning. In 

accordance with the re-designed 

curriculum, we want to understand the 

impact that using a variety of 

assessments will have on student 

learning.

- On going professional development and 

in-service will lead to continued growth 

in teacher practices.

- Students will feel more connected to the 

school community and engaged in their 

learning if they feel ownership of, and 

pride for, the school.

- All teaching staff will try new 

assessments in their classrooms.

- A focus on meaningful feedback and 

feedforward will replace the use of 

percentages or letter grades (especially 

in the 7 - 9 classroom).

- Provide an engaging Student Council 

that allows students to participate in a 

meaningful way to the ESS culture.

- As a school, be active in the community 

of Elkford.

- Incorporate positive messages around 

the school.

- Keep up to date with curriculum 

changes and initiatives that are relevant 

and authentic for our school community.

- Foster internal pride in academic 

success. Student learning is a priority.

- Devote a portion of each staff meeting 

to discussing ideas, where teachers can 

engage in meaningful collaboration 

focused on cross-curricular planning 

and school-wide initiatives.

- Collaboration with students, staff, 

parents, and community is a focus for 

ESS.

- Promote a positive school culture. 

Strength Through Determination

- Using engaging, hands-on assessments which are student-centred and provide various 

tasks which target many different learning styles.

- Understanding and implementing the revised curriculum through the use of formative 

assessment practices, that use effective feedback and feedforward, to inform and guide 

teaching and student learning.

- Building a sense of community, school spirit, and belonging. Students feel safe & welcome; 

comfortable to take academic risks and explore their creativity.

Place Based Learning Math in Action Trust

Elkford Secondary School (ESS) is a school with approximately 200 students in grades 7 to 

12. Elkford's economy is based on a vibrant open pit coal mining network of 5 mines. We are 

known as a local community school that offers a variety of courses to students, including 

practical, applied skills and fine arts electives. Despite our small size and isolated location we 

strive to offer a variety of course offerings. We support out students through Indigenous 

support, Youth Care support, Counseling Support, and Student Services programs.

- What kind of assessments engage 

students in their own learning?

- How do we get students to want to 

come to school and feel included and 

part of school culture?

- How can we bring in the outside 

community and make it part of the 

fabric of school  culture?

Dr iving Questions:

1. In what ways will student achievement improve through the use of formative 
assessments?

2. In what ways will students' sense of community and belonging improve by building a 
sense of ownership and pride on our school?



Intentions

1.Creation of  an outdoor classroom
2.Continued focus on Learning Commons
3.Prov iding opportuni t ies for outdoor leadership/ resi l ience
4.Rev iew /strengthening of  mission & v ision
5.Digi tal  Student Portfol io
6.Pro-D on Formative A ssessment
7.School  Clubs
8.Use of  Communi ty Ex perts
9.Science Labs
10.Serv ice Learning
11.Common A ssessment

A chievements

1.Reports cards done to SD5 reporting order (2018)
2.Staf f  meetings devoted to col laboration and staf f  
discussion.

3.Partnering w i th communi ty: Whi te Hatter, Rock  A  Rama, 
Remembrance Day w i th RM ES, M ayor M cK erracher, 
RCM P, K ev in K ing - Disc Gol f , Proj ect Respect. CPR 
Training, A valanche Training, K now  Your Watershed 
(Wi ldsight & District of  Elk ford), Say Yes To I t, Regional  
Science Fai r, Cystic Fibrosis Walk , Band Performances

4.School  events to promote a posi t ive cul ture: SD5 Stomp, 
Spi ri t  Week , Pancak e break fasts, K indness Week , Dress 
Code Committee, Drama Productions, French Cafe, 
Random A cts of  Caring

5.Lunch Room: new  paint, tables, coaches, ai r hock ey, 
foosbal l

6.Student art w ork  displayed in the school , posi t ive 
messages around the school

7.Websi te: k eeping i t up to date w i th informative 
information

What the Numbers Say

- Six Year Completion Rates 2017/18 SD5: 93.6% (5% higher than 
provincial average. Aboriginal six year completion rate for SD5 is 14% 
higher at 82.6% than the provincial rate.

- First time Grade 12 Grad: 2014/2015 = 95.7%, 2015/2016 = 86.7%, 
2016/2017 = 72.2% (this is trending in the opposite direction of the 
District)

- Office referrals Semester 1 2018/2019: 18
- Aboriginal Grad Information:

- 2016 Grads: 5/8 Adult grad and 3/8 Diploma
- 2017 Grads: 1/11 did not graduate, 3/11 Adult Grad, 1/11 Evergreen, 
and 6/11 Diploma

- 2018 Grads: 3/8 did not graduate, 1/8 Adult Grad, and 4/8 Diploma
- September 2018 FTE = 207.250 based off of 201 students.



In what ways will student achievement 
improve through the use of formative 
assessments?

Quest ion: At  school, are you helped t o underst and im por t ant  ideas?



In what ways will student achievement 
improve through the use of formative 
assessments?

Question: At school, I provide input into what I learn, and how I learn.



In what ways will student achievement 
improve through the use of formative 
assessments?

Question: I continue to get better at reading.



In what ways will students' sense of community 
and belonging improve by building a sense of 
ownership and pride on our school?

Question: Is school a place where you feel like you belong?



In what ways will students' sense of community 
and belonging improve by building a sense of 
ownership and pride on our school?

Question: Do you like school?



The View

Com m unit y Exper t  - Ab Ed.

Resil ience/Out doors

@ ESS



Research

Building the capacity of classroom teachers to assess in a variety of 
ways improves student learning and achievement (Black & William, 
Allington, Hattie, Close, Stiggins, Shimmer). By improving the 
opportunities of teachers to meet the needs of our students through 
the use of a variety of assessment practices, we hop to see improved 
learning and achievement for our students as they will be engaged in 
their education.

A growing body of research confirms the benefits of building a sense 
of community in school. Students in schools with a strong sense of 
community are more likely to be academically motivated (Solomon, 
Battistich, Watson, Schaps, & Lewis, 2000), act ethically and 
altruistically (Schaps, Battistich, & Solomon, 1997), develop social 
and emotional competencies (Solomon et al., 2000), and avoid a 
number of problem behaviours, including drug use and violence 
(Resnick et al., 1997).

The goal is to exapnd new school opportunities for students. With 
our small student population, ESS educators are actively working to 
strengthen feelings of inclusion, caring, shared pupose, and collective 
investment.

ResearchResearch

Reflection

Communication Strategies

We will communicate in the following ways:
1. Regular updates with PAC and DPAC groups
2. Greater use of our school website to share ideas, plans, 
and information with our parents and other stakeholders.

3. Regular visit from local School Trustee to meet staff and 
administration and see positive activities happening in 
school.

Have we made enough of a difference? Are we...
- Supporting a balance of assessment practices that include a high-quality 

quantitative testing system along with effective classroom formative and 
summative assessments?

- Emphasize useful feedback on student performance that is embeded into everyday 
learning?

- Creating culminating activities that benefit a range of learning styles and aptitudes?
- Seeing improved attendance, student engagement and achievement, and student 

ownership for ESS?
- Reflecting upon Post-secondary success of ESS Grads.Certification By School Planning Council
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